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and illegal evidence, upon informations ; 
whilst the remainder of the assizes is in- 
variably found to be too contracted and 
scanty, for sufficiently considering the im- 
mense and disgusting mass of demand vjion 
the fanners and agriculturists if each coun- 
ty, llciice it happens, that both duties 
ere most imperfectly executed. In the 
criminal department, a great majority are 
acquitted, even upon the evidence for the 
crown, to the great encouragement of 
offences, and the heavy expense of the 
county, and in the financial, very heavy 
and oppressive burdens are imposed, with- 
out the possibility of a just and discrimi- 
nating selection, and with a rapidity much 
to be lamented, but unavoidable. Happily, 
gentlemen, such is not your case. Ill 
your bailiwicks, those two duties, each mo- 
mentous in itself, regarding the litis, 
liberty, and property of the subject, are 
most wisely separated, and committed to 
two distinct jurisdictions ; the criminal 
function, in general, to the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer, and (Quarter Sessions, 
the financial, to you, gentlemen, the 
Term Grand Juries, exclusively ; each 
possessing abundant time for that due 
and deliberate consideration which such 
important ana precious concerns demand. 
In the exercise of this grefet trust, it 
is surely needless for me to press upon 
you at this time, the indispensable ne- 
cessity for the strictest moderation, and 
the most, self-denying forbearance, At 
this time of liilleri markets, and the de- 
pressed price of cattle, and all agricultu- 
ral produce ; at a time when the tenant, 
by his utmost industry and exertion, can 
hardly pay his rent, and every liberal 
landlord is making substantial abatements 
in all recent lettmgs ; at such a critical 
period, it behoves the Grand Juries also 
to abate of their usual demands, to spare 
the struggling farmer, and to load him 
only for works of absolute necessity. The 
great main roads and foot paths to the 
capital, I admit, should ever be main- 
tained in the highest state of repair. That, 
I tale, to be a sound axiom of true econo- 
my ; and it is of the uinipst moment to 
the farmer and landholder, who alone 
pay the tax, that they should, at all times 
and seasons, find the avenues to this 
great voracious market as open and free 
for them and their commodities, as may 
be. But all new rolds and bridges, ail 
those new lines, whereby ingenious gen- 
tlemen would save a quarter of a mile in 



ten or twelve, or, perhaps, avoid a mole- 
hill, at an expense of only three or four 
thousand pounds, and without which, 
we, and our predecessors, have hitherto 
contrived to work on comfortably enough ; 
all such fanciful noveities and fine specu- 
lations, I, for one, at this period of ag- 
ricultural embarrasmeiit, do most stren- 
uously deprecate. Let them be abandon- 
ed altogether, or, at least, suspended lor 
better times. 

Allow me, before I conclude, to make 
my annual appeal to you, in behalf of 
such prisoners as the legislature hath com- 
mitted to your protection. You will, in 
discharge of one of your prime and most 
imperative dutias, visit the gaols of your 
respective districts, you will, with your 
own eyes and ea*s, see the wants, and 
hear the grievances of the prisoners, and 
you will, with your usual liberality, pro- 
Vide for those wants, and redress those 
sufferings, to enable the most unfortu- 
nate of our fellow-creatures to meet the 
rigors of the commencing winter. 



/BELFAST LITEKAaV S0C11TT. 

The fourteenth Session of the Belfast Li- 
terary Society was opened on the 3d of 
October, with au address, as usual, from 
the President for "the year, Dr. Bruce; in 
the course of which he took- a review nf 
the transactions of the Society from its in- 
ftitutior.,Oct,1801. He proposed a modifica- 
tion of the rules, and gave an account of 
the books, antiquities, ai;d natu.aj curiosi- 
ties, belonging to the Socieiy. 

Mr. Comins delivered a discourse,. in 
which he introduced an account of a varie- 
ty of hospitals, plans of which he laid be- 
fore the Society, with a view to promote 
the erection of the intended General Hos- 
pital in this town. 

Dr. Stephenson read a paper, describing 
minutely the course of the flash of light- 
ning by which Mr. Steveuson'» horse was 
killed last summer, at Springfield, and its 
effects on the body of the animal, with the 
appearances in the sky, preceding it, on 
the 11th of July, 1814. 

Immediately before this accident, an ig- 
neous vapour, like a red hot bar of iron, ap- 
peared for many minutes in a cloud upon 
the Cave Hill, without thunder. The 
lightning struck the top of the gable of the 
building, passed down the wall, and in its 
course divided, and soon after united again, 
its course appearing by the removal of the 
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plaster from the wall. It then entered the 
wall at tiro basaltic magnetic stones, and 
continued its course within the wall till it 
diverged to the roof of a slated shed ad. 
joiDtug, from whence it proceeded, on the 
outside, to a window frame, where it fus- 
ed the points of two iron spikes, by which 
the frame was connected, without leaving 
any mark of burning on the wood. It next 
pissed through the wall, at a rack full of 
wet grass, struck the horse on the nose, and 
instantly left him lifeless, and lastly, pass- 
ed along his neck, divided at bis breast, 
and went down each fore-leg, leaving a 
dirk Hue upon the surface, and in the 
flesh under the skin. A general swelling 
and putridity speedily appeared over the 
whole carcase, which presently attracted 
flocks of ravens to the carrion, which they 
soon devoured. All the above phenomena 
were philosophically accounted for in the 
discourse. 



MONUMENT SACKED TO TBJt MtMOlT or 
Till RIV. SAUMAREZ DUBOURDIEO. 

A monument is now erected, in the 
Parish Church of Lisburn, to the memo- 
ry of that excellent man, the Rev. Sau- 
marcz Dbbourdieu, at the expense of 
some gentlemen who had been educated 
under him. It has been executed in a su- 
perior style, by Mr. John Smyth, of Mont- 
gomery-street, Dublin. The following in- 
scription appears on a tablet, under an 
elegant bust, affording a good likeness of 
the original. The bust is of the purest 
white marble, and stands on a handsome 
sarcophagus, before a beautiful marble 
pyramid. * 

Reader, 
This monument is sacred to the memory of 
the Rev. Saumarez Dubuueouu, A.M. 
Minister of the French Protestant 
Church of this town, Vicar of the Par- 
ish of Glenavy, and fifty-six years mas- 
ter of the Classical School ofjuisburn. 
In manners he was courteous and 
unaffected, 
in conduct pious, candid, and of strict 
integrity. 
Descended from French parentage, 
Who had been forced from the land of 
their nativity, 
By religious persecution, 
He merited and obtained for himself 
A name, a habitation, and a country, 

* The inscription is in JLatin, and by 
mistake was omitted to be inserted at this 
pl«e. It (hall appear in our next in. 
Jazine. 



Among strangers. 

Uuwarped by worldly allurements, 

He instructed the youth committed to his 

care, 

In learning, useful and ornamental ; 

The Hock of which he was pastor, 

In the pute principles of the Christian 

Faith ; 

And all who were witnesses of his conduct, 

By the bright example of a life 

Well spent. 

By a wife deservedly dear to him, 

He left four children, 

Worthy of such a parent. 

He departed this life the 14th December, 

1812, 

Aged ninety-six years and three months, 

His Scholars, 

In grateful remembrance 

Of his virtues, 

Hare caused this marble 

To be erected. 

ADDRESS IROM THE GOVERNORS Of THE 
HOUSE 0» INDUSTRY AT WATERroEJD 
ON TBI SUBJECT Ot ASYLUMS 10*. 
THE INSANE. 

It is earnestly and anxiously submitted 
to all Irishmen who interest themselves in 
affording relief to their countrymen suf- 
fering under the severest human afflictions, 
that the attention of the legislature should 
be solicited to secure to such poor persons 
as are unhappily deranged in mind, an 
adequate provision for their support, and 
the application of every practicable meaus 
for the restoration of their mental facul- 
ties. 

In England, by the Act of 48th George 
III. cap. 96, amended by a subsequent 
Act in 1811, provision has been made 
for the erection, in counties or districts 
of counties, of Asvlums for Duuatics and 
Insane Persons, being paupers or criminals, 
and for their conveyance to such asylums 
at the public charge ; and in the preamble 
to that Act the danger and inconvenience 
of uniting such asylums with gaols, houses 
of correction, or houses of industry, are 
forcibly recognized. The manner in 
which that provision was organized in 
England, depending on their parochial 
system of the poor, rendered its exten- 
sion to Ireland, in that form, impracti- 
cable ; but the principle of the measure 
was considered by all who took part in 
the discussion, as at leastly equally neces- 
sary for this part of the United King- 
dom. 

The very slender provision which es- 
tablishments of this nature receive from 



